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ABSTRACT

Purpose

The primery purpose of this study was to explore the
possibility of combining existing resources of the community
and the community college system in an educational program
which can provide maximum latitude for individual abilities
and interests of students involved in the Chicano Studies
area.

Methodologzy

The methodology employed was review of current literature
on innovative programs in Higher Education such as the Union
for Experimenting Colleges 2nd Universities. Another method
employed were two site visitatioms--one to Deganawidah-
Quetzalcoatl University in Davis, California, and the other to
Miami Dade Community College in Miami, Florida.

Results
Results of this study indicate that a major problem exists
in the Modal Learning Concept in that many community college

"'educators' surveyed believe that they are already innovating
combining existing community resources.

Conclucsion

Community colleges are seeking ways to improve Chicano
Studies. A seminar with community college Chicano Studies
directors and administrators to increase their understanding
of the Modal Learning Concept would aid in implementing such
a program.

The Modal Learning Concept can work and similar programs
in other community colleges are working.

With good salesmanship, ''educators' can be convinced
that their "innovations' can be improved.

The creation of an environment by administrators that

would encourage experimentation and would allow for possible
subsequent failure would help.
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Introduction

The primary objective of this study.was to explore the
possibility of combining existing resources of the community
and the community college system in -an educational program
which can provide maximum latitude for individual abilities
and interests of students involved in the Chicano Studies
area. Chicano Studies has, since its inception, recognized
the important relationship which exists between higher
zducation for young Chicanos, and social change in the Chicano
community.

This educational concept has been operationalized in a
large number of Chicano Studies programs throughout the
Southwest including three programs in the State of Washington.
Indeed, most Chicano Studies programs provide for direct
experience in the community througn field work courses, or,
in some cases, complete Barrio (community) stations. None-
theless, many colleges and universities have left the
experiential portion of their curricula on the margins of
their programs, and have failed to recognize the full
potential of direct experience either by granting insufficient
recognition to the value of such experiences, or by failing
to provide adequate supervision and integration of such
experiences into the total educational program.

As another part of standard educational systems, we find
a constriction of educational purpose which results from
existing course distribution requirements, the departmental-
ization of educational programs, and the designation of a finite
number of courses which are required fara degree. Modal
learning is &an educational approach which may serve to avoid
some of the difficulties created by attempts to mold Chicano
Studies into traditional college and university patterns.

In essence, modal learning begins with the knowledge that
we can best increase our intellectual awareness as well as our
s<ills when they are exemplified and given concrete form during
the learning process. To discuss the modes of learning is to
recognize that seemingly different curricula will often teach
similar modes of human thought. Instructors in anthropology,
history, biology, and physics, may use quite different subject
material to instruct students in the mode of scientific
inquiry. An English theme, and a research paper in history
often overlap in providing instruction in the expressive
and investigative modes of human thought. Modes are different

lChicano Coordinating Council on Higher Education, El
Plan de Santa Barbara: A Chicano Plan for Higher Education;
Santa Barbara, La Causa Publications, 1970. pp. 60-69.

-6-
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perspectives on human activity, but they should not be con-
sidered ultimate 1n any episteomologiczl or logical sense,
nor do we need to think ¢f modes in a philosophical sense,
since our concern 1s educational. 1In the educational

sense, modes, nhowever thay are defined, must be pragmatic
and utilitarian devices for approaching the totally educated
individual. In this case, an individual prepared to serve
the Chicano community, either as Doctor, Lawyer, Social
Worker, or Farmworker organlzer.

For convenience of outlining the educational process,

three basic modes will facilitate our understanding. The

first of these modes is designated as the Instructional
Mode. The central purpose of the instructional mode is to
provide students with background information, and in some
cases skills, necessary to successful functioning in the
two remaining modes. This mode may include some traditional
classroom situations, as well as seminars, tutorials, media
sources, directed library research, non-campus resource
individuals, and any other activities which fulfill the
central purpose of this mode.

The second mode, is designated the Creative, or
ixpressive Mode. This mode is intended to provide the

student with those techniques which will allow him to comm-
unicate the results of his studies and findings to others.

This mode would provide for both written and verbal
communication skills as well as thorough grounding in
concepts of logic and evidence. For the student interested
in aesthetic arts, this might include studies in.the
technique of other artists, painters and musicians.

The third, and final mode provides the student with
coancrete experience which makes modal learning a truly
integrated educational experience. The experilential mode
is tailored to the interests of each student. This part of
higher educational experience may occur simultaneously with
the student's other education or may (because of distance
and time for example) represent the culmination of his edu-
cational endeavors. The degree of supervision and the
type of experience will vary with each student's capabilities.’
A student without adequate background in Spanish for instance,
would not be placed in an experientizl mode which required
such a skill, although he might be assigned to a situation
requiring Spanish if it could be determined that his
expressive skills in Spanish would be improved through such
an experience.

A major part of the project was to explore the modalities
involved in the various educational situations which students
in the community college system encounter. This process
would not require that we purify and then rigidly classify
existing curricula into one or another of the modes of human
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intelligence. Indeed, excellent teachers often stimulate
their students in differing modesc of awaremness, creativity
and expressiveness. The intent of identifying modes is to
provide students and faculty with a sense of the kinds of
modal perspectives which some courses currently perform.

A new dimension of experiential education would be added-by
demonstrating the plausibility for the integral inclusion
of non-campus resources in the total educational process.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Methods

For ‘the purpose of developing a cleerly phased opera-
tional model, the methods employed were compartmentalized
as clearly and completely as possible. It should be
remembered that many of the procedures overlapped and 1n
some cases occurred simultaneously.

After a completed review of relevant educational
abstracts 1t was obvious that there exists virtually no
professional literature on the integrated modal learning
concept. Research on the programmed instruction proved
largely irrelevant to this concept as well. There are,
however, other community colleges and universities
precently in operation that are utilizing the modal
learning concept on a-limited basis. With the exception
of Miami Dade Commanlty College, none of the colleges are
presently attemlen" this concept with a computer back-up
system as proposed in this research progect. {See
Appendix A and B)

Therefore an ea:lj O?Lorxty of the project was to
visit at least two institutions of higher learning where
Spanish-speaking students were enfolled and where innovative
concepts similar to the modal. 1cavn;ng concept were being
utilized.

The visitation sitesselected for this research project
were Deganawidah-Quetzalcoatl University (D.Q.U.) in Davis,
California and Miami Dade Community College in Miami,
Florida.

An evaluation was made. of strengths, weaknesses, and
potential adaptability of the D,Q.U. and Miami Dade
Community College modal learning concept to Chicano
Studies and to the Washington State Community College
structure.

In conjunction with site visitations, contact was made
with five selected Washington community college Chicano
Studiecs programs. The five community colleges selected were
Yakima Val?ey Community College, Skaggit Valley Community
College, Tacoma Community College, 510 Bend Community
College and Seattle Central Communlty College. At that
time explanation was made of the modal learning concept.

Contact was also made with Chicano Studies programs in
the four-year colleges and universities to determine what
potential exists for transferability of a modal learning
program at the community college level. At the same jtime,
an lnvestigation was made of the administrative potential

-9_
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or & Chicano Studies moda [
structures presentcly in
istence, and an attitudinal survey of principal adminis-
trators involved in those five community colleges. Selected
faculty responses to the iaea of modal learning were also

surveyed as part of this process.

learning program.- This included
e st:

1

ot
'1) 4]

‘Wit the technical assistance of computer engineers and
programmers at Washington State Ualversity a student inventory
index card and student fepov form wasg developed. Rather than
attempting to list all of the possible modes of human
intelligence, the approach was to develop a system that will
provide for accurate bookkeeping and classification of
differing modes. (See Appendix A and B) -

An attempt at a process to evaluate the language capa-
bilities of students entering the program was made. This
included both Spanish and English with attention to the
special strengths and weaknesses of the Chicano students'
socio-linguistic experiences.

Finally, an aﬂalySlS of representative communlty
resources was made to determine the type and gquality of
experiential learning which can be utilized in such programs.
The intent was to develop 'eprcsentative experiencec rather
then a catalogue of resources for any particular communlty
college district. ,The resources can be a model for
catﬂlogulng such experiences by -criteria relevant to Chicano.
Studies programs.
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Institution’s Edvcational Aims and Objectives. The
purpose of DQU is to develop 3cholars who will go into the-
Netive American and Chicano communitieg and begin to '
systematically bring 2 bOUL cnohac that will improve the
quality of 1life of the nhabitants of those communities in
lzeeping with the cultu:ai, social and political values of
the D“Op1c. it is envisioned that these scholars will be
social change agenite in all aspecte 0of their work within
the commuuit} They will teach the traditional values to

those who have lost them and reinforce these values for
those who need increased self-identity and confidence.
They will work in all manner of occupations ChcﬁUlﬁf both
the service and the delivery systems that will a Ffect the

lives of the community pecple.

This school affords an opportunilty for the individual
utudent to att811 h_s/her Hlﬁneot ac ad-mlc potgnulal 'This
a

’I

excellence but taught in a way that :111 meet with the
present iie style og the student, with modification of
behavior based OL the cultural values of the ethnic groups
vwhich are represented nere. ALL education is modification
£ belhavior, but DQU wishes to allow students to grow in
spirit, in mind, and in body. In this way we will be a
unique institution euperimentin g vith methodology, content
in courses, and use of educatiornal resources. '

One of the basic values that DQU imparts is the
emphasis on the sense of community which includes the family,
extended family, local and world communities of human beings.
In many ways this is very different than the individualistic,
competitive, and materialistic emphasis of the Anglo
orieanted education system. Another value of the community
of DQU is the sense of humans in relation to the total
environment, and of imparting the need to live in harmony
with all parts of the ecology.

s

Curricular of rings, including catalog. The Assoclate
Arts program 1t {e Tiburcio Vasquez College was finalized
the middle of March, 1972. Most courses are br oken into
hour modules, each Qf which is equivalent to one (1) unit.

=t e O
Vg ok

The core curriculum is divided into six subject areas
which have been designated educational theory, basic subjects,
nvmanities, social sci ence, natura al science, and physical

education. Each student is to complete thl ty (30) units in

-
3
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zion or requirement for
ne GhCGDtiOD cf p qys;cal
imum of two (7) unic

core subjects. There is 3

any pﬁ"“Lculyr subject area with
education which can be taken fo:x
per year.

- The courses are designed to enable the student to survey
subjects of academic wortiy in :elacion to the impact on tne
Chicano and Native American communities. 1In some cases the
comnunity is outside of DQU, but generally the attempt is to
keep the focus on the DQU community as a microcosm of the
total Chiceno-Native Americen life in the area now governed
by tne United States.

It is sgeen zs very imporiant to provide a built-in
cﬁenﬂe mechanism for the creation of relevant curricula as
the school and the times call for it, This was done by
setting up a unigue set of courses in the educational theory
subJec area. One course permits stu LCﬁLq to eap7o e the
tenets of education, another teaches the basis for
curriculum design, and the third (probably the most unusual
of all) is an educational evaluation center course which
gives the student an opportunity to explore the problems of"
UQU Lhr ugh research and to come up with alternative solutions
which can then be presented £o an appropriate body for action.

subjects area is another place where the school
is ofLerlnr a different approach. Composition, verbal and
non-verbal COLﬂUﬁlcat'On, reading and mathematics are seen
ag tools to be used in the pursuilt oi education. Therefore,
these courses are not set up in a vacuum relying on textbook
exercises to improve the student's ability. Instead, they
are designed to provide immediate assistance with real
probliems facing the student in such areas as writing pqpers,
talking with groups for other courses, developing a speech
fox Lhe presentation of material to a class or a group, to
learn to cLﬁ“iqg"ish body movements and other forms of non-
verbal communicaticn in relation to the activities they are
engaged in on campus, reading materials that are-essential to
their understanding of important concepts as they emerge from
other areas of study, and doing mathematical computation fox
consumer economics or statistical calculation for interpre-~
tation of research materials. :
The core curriculum at DQU is genera lly equal to the
general education curriculum in the commun ity college. Inso-
far as possible, the focus is on problem solving “nd learning
by doing. The emphasis is on the Native American and Chvcano
communities’ ““3dlLLODS and values as the source of knowledge.

Majo

of studen
mass medi
Aner;can

r areas of study are limited by funds and the number
ts enrolled in the school. Farm management, business,
a (including graphies), general liberal arts, Native
studies and Chicano studies are the designated majors.

l..' .
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Mags media and graphic arts 1s a major that is seen as
schic

vigcal to a ol interested in the positive development of
the Native American and Chicano images and communities.
There must be real knowledge made svailable to the students
regarding the politics, functloning, Operating and use of
the mass media. Even“wall] we hOub o break this down into
newspaper and magazine puo ication and broadcast as well as
to continue with tne rf'f'qul\: arts portion of the major. At

this time there are ither the funds nor the student body
to support a Ifurther bxedkco“n.

- General libexal arts is nect a cex tific~te major. The
student i1s allowed to take courses in any field of study
and amass at least an additional thirty (30) units. It is
felt that some of the students will not be ready to make a
commitment and. ueed the first sixty (80) units of credit
for maxinmum exploration of the curriculum and their own

interests.

The Native American Studies is located in the Hehaka
Sapa Collége und is for the study of thne hanhnities, soclal
science, and language arts of the Wative American culture.
The Chicano Studiles program will function in the same way
from the Colegio Quetzalcoatl. Both of these programs will

. 3

offer the students depth and insight into the traditions,
cultures, and futures of the twp groups.
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